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Calling for Arbitration.
Hie average Englishman is topped

w.th a level head for business. It Is
not surprising, then, that other than
supporters of the Asquith party are

questioning whj.t Great Britain and
France are getting or are going to

get out of tlie Itblneland occupation
In the way of cold cash, which is

what France needs and what Brit-

Sir George Paish, who has been
not a political opponent but a finan¬
cial adviser of the Lloyd George Gov¬
ernment, does not imagine that "sanc¬

tions" can pay bills as indemnity can.

He recommends strongly an arbitra¬
tion award to yield payments.

J. L. Garvin, editor of the Observer,
one of Lloyd George's warmest sup¬

porters, insists the Germans "cannot
escape the dlschnrge in some shape
of their liability." They must "come
to some better agreement than Dr.
Simons proposed." But nobody, he
declares with great vigor, Is getting
anything out of the present pro-
grnrnme; everybody is losing. So an¬

other effort must be made to reestab¬
lish a programme under which Ger¬
many can work, export and pay, and
Great Britain and France can trade
and receive reparation payment*.
The Observer urges that "some¬

thing be settled on for five years
which the Allies can collect." Then
let the rest be submitted to "a com¬

plete review by some nuthoritutlve
tribunal with a neutral or an An eri-
can element added to it."

In other words, a great and power¬
ful influence In Great Britain, com-

/ I>o»ed not only of the political oppo¬
sition to the party in power bet of
independent bodies and even some of
Lloyd George's own follower^ is de¬
manding what The New York Her¬
ald suggested when it first became
apparent that there was an indem¬
nity deadlock between the Allied
Council and Germany. This sugges¬
tion of Tire New York Herald was

for a determination by a neutral and
disinterested third party of what
Germany can pay and should pay.
Now, with n growing British senti¬
ment demanding such n course when
nothing l'i the n.iture of reparation
or of satisfaction is coming out of the
policy of occupation, this arbitration
"ingestion may begin to appeal t> the
I'ractical minds of France as well as

.jf England.
Italy, one of the Big Four, favors

such a way out of the present stale¬
mate. Neutrals like Holland and the
^'.andinavlan countries also favor
mediation. It is. In truth, we sub¬
mit again, an indemnity solution
which will make for tlie Interests of
fhe Allies and of Europe as well as

for world pence.
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The Honored Dead.
Brought directly from the field* In

France where they fought and fell,
i.d09 dead soldiers of the American
expeditionary army came home yes¬
terday on the transport Somme. As
the funeral ship came slowly up the
harbor every vessel at anchor or at
wharf dipped her colors In mourn¬
ful salute. The citizens of New York
receive them with a feeling thut Is
equally compounded of grief and
pride.
Some of them nre her own sons and

are to find their final resting places
In earth near by; but others are »o be
carried on to their families nnd
friends in other parts of the country.
For this first group of repatriated vic¬
tims arriving straight from the com¬

bat areas Is made up of members of
the Twenty-seventh Division, the
110th Infantry of the Forty-second or

Rainbow Division, and also of the
First, Second and Seventy-seventh
divirion a.

To-morrow, at Pier 4 In Iloboken,
where the Somme Is moored, a memo¬

rial service is to be held In honor
of these men who made the last sac-'i
rlflce for their country. Clergymen
nf several denominations will unite
In these last rites. The Rev. Hrhrert
Shipman will make an address In;
^cognition of their bravery and de-j
votlon. Taps will be sounded by n

former bugler of the Twenty-seventh
Division.

Noarly three years ham elapsed
vince many of them sailed from this
^ort In all the secrecy that military
precaution could command, hut In¬
dividually overflowing with mump'
and enthusiasm. They carried with

them then the dearest hopes of Jhelr
countrymen for their glory and their
wife return. The glory they achieved
at the expense of their lives, l hey
come home cold and Inert, amid the
mystery and hush of death.
But their deeds and their sacrifice

are enshrined In the hearts of all. and
the hopes of their mundane salvation
are changed only into prayers for a

higher reward for their devotion. The
ceremonies of grief and words of
praise but express the deep and last¬

ing affection of a grateful people.

Rail Rates and Wages.
In one sense the railroads as a

whole, under the present law, cannot
go to financial perdition, wage cuts
or no cuts, better business or worse

business. If there were no other
way to meet their payrolls, their fixed
charges and their taxes, not to men¬

tion Investment return, the Interstate
Commerce Commission would be com¬
pelled, under the law, to provide more
revenue by putting up the traffic
rates again.
But the railway managers now

realize, as well as the economists,
that excessive traffic rates slaughter
railway business. And everybody
ought to realize as well as the econo¬

mists that the business of the rail¬
roads cannot be slaughtered without
the business of the country being
slaughtered. In the long run, there¬

fore, with the country's Industry and
business undergoing dry rot because
of the prohibitive cost of distributing
products, many of the country's rail¬
roads eventually would become mere

streaks of rust.
Since the health and strength of

the railroads, whatever the traffic
rates, depend, like the health and
strength of the country, on a grow¬
ing business, there isn't a responsible
railway manager to-day that is talk¬
ing higher rates. On the contrary,
they would about as lief take a dose
of poison as another colossal traffic
rate Increase. What they want now

is for the rates to go down, as soon

as ever they can go down, so as to
make more business.

If the railway wage earners also
don't want rates to go down, thcu
they want to kill their jobs. Millions
of tons of freight cannot go off the
carriers without tens of thousunds
of railway workers going off the pay¬
rolls. Hundreds of thousands of the
public cannot stop travelling without
thousands more of the workers Icslng
their employment as passenger trains
are abandoned, consolidated or other¬
wise curtailed. On the other nand,
anything that will increase the busi¬
ness of the carriers will first stop the
throwing of men out of their Jobs and
next begin to refill the vacant jobs.
The economic readjustment which

is absolutely necessary to restore the
country from a war basis to a peace
basis cannot take place without a re¬

vision of abnormal wage scales along
with abnormal costs of production
and abnormal selling prices. Further¬
more. that economic readjustment is

inescapable; as Inescapable as death.
But with everybody doing his part to
work out the Inevitable readjustment
It can be brought about smoothly and
expeditiously as compared with the
violent shocks and prolonged penalties
that must be suffered If industries,
whether railroads or mills, and work¬
ers, whether producers or distribu¬
ters. come into headon collisions

In the years before the railroads
of the United States were bedevilled
by Government operation railway
workers were particularly distin¬
guished for their common sense, their
teamwork and their loyalty. It will
be strange Indeed if the Glenn Plumbs
and Sam Gomperses have so muddled
the hitherto level heads of the trans¬

portation wage earners that they can¬

not now see what to the workers In
the textile mills, the steel plants, the
copper mines and other Industrial
fields is as clear as sunshine.

Warships for Cargo Carriers.
Naval disarmament may or may!

not be n long way off, but there is no
doubt that at some future date the!
maritime Powers will have on their;
hands a large nmount of naval ton¬
nage of apparently no practical use.
In time of war surplus merchant ton-1
nage Is Immediately commandeered1
and converted. Ordinary steamers
can be used as auxiliary naval cruis¬
ers and os transports. The conver¬
sion of war vessels to peace uses Is1
not *» simple. Usually when their
j>erIod of usefulness In active naval
duty passes they are scrapped or shot
to pieces as targets.
Nevertheless an interesting and sue-1

cessful experiment in converting war!
vessels Into cargo boats has been car-1
rled out at the free port of Danzig
where the former Imperial German
navy yard Is now operated by the
free city as trustee. The two Ger¬
man cruisers Geflon. built at Danzig
in 1W2, and the Viktorla Lulse. built
on the Weser In 1*07, hsve leen
stripped of their Armor, their Tins
have been taken off and the t*alln
have been made over Into cargo ves¬
sels plying the Baltic and the North
Sea. The expprirmrnt has caused
much discussion nmong shlppln* nU-
thorltles.

1 he two \essels wore purcha«ed by
n private concern In 1P10. jt was
the orlrlnnl Intention to break them
up and sell the material, but the
purchasers found the hulls In such
good condition It was decided to con
vert the boats Into cargo farriers to
help relievo the shipping shortage.
The city of Danzig was triad to under
take the work at the former Imperial
navy yard, thtu assnring employment
for 1,000 trained workers.
The scheme of modem naval <-on-

*trnctlon Is opposed to merchant ship
specifications. Speed and armor and
iron power are the paramount eonsld
eraHons In building worships. Tbe««*

;are the very antitheses of low capi¬
tal cost and economy In operation, the

u-hkit factors considered In designing
cargo vessels. Consul Dawson at
Danzig reports, however, that conver-
sion of the two vessels was accom¬

plished for about half what It would
have cost to build new cargo boats.
The Gefion and the Viktorlu Lulse.

renamed the Adolf Sommerfeld and
the Flora Sommerfeld, were not handi-
capped by high first costs to the new

owners, who did not have to bear the
expense of armor plate equipment, but
purchased the boats for their worth
as old metal. Thus oue difficulty was

removed. In the case of the Geflon
economy in operation was accom-

pushed by removing the high speed
propulsive machinery and substituting
two Diesel engines rated at 1,200
horse-power. This boat now has a

dead weight capacity of 3,000 tons
and a speed of 12 knots, universally
recognized as the most economical for
cargo boats. The Victoria Lulse was

not converted to an oil burner, but
two of her three engines were re¬

moved. This provided additional
cargo space and left enough power for
a speed of 11 knots.

After the Job of conversion bad
been completed the Insurance com¬

panies declined to give the vessels
regular merchant ship ratings. This
made insurance costs higher, but the
lower interest charges on enpitai cost

partially offset this. Now that the
vessels have proved themselves sea¬

worthy the owners have requested a

higher insurance classification.
Conversion into common cargo ves¬

sels may seem an Inglorious end for
war vessels, but the material rewards
to humanity which come from beating
swords Into ploughshares are sufficient
in themselves to soothe the pangs of
destroyed romance.

Help the Starving Chinese.
President Haiiding's appeal to all

Americans to help the starvlnK
Chinese emphasizes once more the
obligation which the suffering in the:
nfflicted provinces lays on all humane
men. The distress resulting from
two years of crop failure is terrible;
the outlook 1s more terrible, for con¬

ditions exist now which, unless help
Is promptly and generously given,
will prevent even planting this year.
This would mean extension of the

area In which the suffering is acute
and continuation of the famine with
Incalculable consequences. The suf-l
ferlng people must have food to sus¬
tain them and seed to put in their)
fields. Food and seed must come

from those who can afford to spare
money or its equivalent. The farm¬
ers in this country have offered of
their surplus crops freely ; many |>er-
sons have contributed money gener¬
ously ; but the need Is still urgent.

It will simplify the work of the
administrators of the relief organi¬
zation If checks are sent direct to the
China Famine Fund, Bible House,
New York city. A number of friends
of this newspaper have sent their
gifts to us, asking us to forward tnem
to the proper authorities. Thisser-j
vice we have been glad to do, and
shall be glad to do In the future, but
the simplest thing for givers to 10 Is!
to write direct to the headquarters

jof the fund.

Coal for Poland the Stake.
The voting In the plebiscite urea

of Upper Silesia will begin next Sun¬
day, and the intensity of the Interest!
in the result in Germany and Po-
land and the bitterness of the strife'
between the two rival camps of Sl-
leslan voters have Increased with the
approach of the election. The secre¬

tary of the German .Ministry of
Finance a few days ago asserted that
without Upper Silesia Germany can¬
not pay her bills; the Polish Gov¬
ernment through its Ministers of
Finance and Commerce declared that
If Upi>er Silesia Is not definitely ac¬

corded to Poland her manufactories
will be without fuel and her indus¬
tries must perish.
The original plan of the Paris con¬

ference was to give Upper Silesia to
Poland, because, In the first place, «he
bad no important fuel resources
within her borders and the Russian
coal which had In the past supplied
the Warsaw factories could no longer
be dertended upon. *nti. in the second
place, because about 0" per cent, of
the whole population was Polish
speaking and bad given proof of
Polish leanings and a desire for union
with the new Polish State. This
plan was abandoned after the Ger-'
mans made an effort to show that
the Poles of Upper Silesia had be-!
come Germanized and had no wish
to give up I'russian domination. The
result was that the plebiscite was

agreed upon by the allied diplomats
find nn Interallied commission was

Installed In Up(»er Silesia which was
to bring the question to n vote, some
time before Hie end of July.

I'olnnd buses her demand* upon eco-
foniic and racial grounds, her urgent
need of fuel and minerals and the
fact that In some of the mineral re¬

gions the proportion of the Polish
shaking people is as hlflrh as 80 or PO
per cent, of the entire |>opuIntlon.
Germany bases her demands upon
economic grounds alone, her need of
raw material ami the fact of her
ownership of the mines, mills nnd mln-
eral property.
Germany has In a measure admit¬

ted the preponderance of the Polish
*P*»aking people, but she sets forth

;tliat the Poles are mostly of the labor¬
ing clfissos, poor and more or less
uneducated, while the Germans are
the operators of the properties, the
I -op'.e who have developer! the re-
^"ur'cs and eiirirhed the country.
rhe fact that the Germans are

numerically Inferior has led to n

strong national propaganda to return
j to f p/*»r Silesia nil native ttoru

Germans who may have a right to
vote. The.v have Mfwnt large sums in
transporting voter# froui ail parts of
Germany and In bringing them from
foreign countries, ®veu from the
Uuiteil States, Mexico and South
America.
As the economic uapect of the ques¬

tion la so important the matter of the
resources of Upper Slietda baa Deen
very completely cunvaased. The re¬

gion has an area of barely 3,000 square
ntlles. It is primarily a mining and
factory district, yet its land produces
:i very considerable proportion of the
f. i.l needed for home consumption.
Lis mines yield annually about 250,1*00
tons o£ iron, 650,000 tons of zinc and
55,000 tons of lead. The principal
subject of the present controversy is,
however, coal, the annual produc¬
tion of which is approximately 48,-
000,000 tons. This is not Germany's
only co:tl field nor her great coal field.
She was dependent for her pre-war
industries more upon the mines of
the western part of the empire than
upon the Upper Silesian mines.
The consumption of coal from this

region by Germany in the year pre¬
ceding the war amounted to 12,400,-
000 tf>ns, or only 8.0 per cent, of her
pre-war coal supply. In the same
year the consumption of coal from
this same region by what Is now

Poland was 8,000,000 tons, or 40.4
per cent, of her total coal supply.
Tills the Poles declare is one of the
strougest proofs possible of the fact
that possession of the region means

merely a source of greater wealth to
Germany while to Poland it means an

Indispensable source of supply for
her Industries if she is to become
economically independent.
Of all the plebiscites decreed by

the allied conferences that of Upper
Silesia Is the most fraught with
troubles. Schleswig passed from
Germany to Denmark without dis¬
turbance, both Poland and Czecho¬
slovakia accepted without cavilling
the commissioners' decision regarding
Teseben, and Klagenfurt became
Austrian without a remonstrance
from Jugo-Slavla after the vote was

announced. But there is a serious
doubt if the results of the plebiscite
next Sunday will be received so

calmly; there Is, in fact, a doubt If
the results will be accepted by the
Allies as linal unless they show a

large and very decisive majority in
favor of one party or the other to
the dispute. The controversy de¬
mands a definite and final settlement
If it is to be removed as a future
trouble maker.

We Lag in Air Navigation.
The International convention ref¬

lating navigation of the air will be¬
come effective on May 1, and after
that date pilots not registered in ac¬

cordance with the terms of the con¬

vention must not fly over interna¬
tional boundary lines.
The United States has not yet pro¬

vided for registration of pilots; con¬

sequently our airmen will not be al¬
lowed to fly over Canada, or if they
are It will be by grace of the Cana¬
dian authorities.

It may be said that there is plenty
of air over the United States to ac¬

commodate our flying men. and that
before exclusion from Canada be¬
comes a serious economic or sport-
lug hardship we shall have made
provision for the prescribed registra¬
tion. This may be true, but It does
not tell the whole story.
Our failure to keep abreast of the

times In this detail of air navigation
advance Is characteristic of our at¬
titude toward the subject of air navi¬
gation generally.

Instead of being in tha van In im¬
proving airplanes and dirigible bal¬
loons we have permitted other na¬

tions to outstrip us In an art vital
to imtional defence In war and of
constantly increasing importance In
transportation In peace. We have
lagged far behind.

In 1017 and 1018 our neglect of air
navigation made ub dependent on our

co-belligerents for essential weapons.
In 1021 it threatens to exclude us

from one form of neighborly inter¬
course with Canada. In some other
5-enr will It lay us helpless before an

alert and prepared foe?
Air navigation should have lmmedl-

nte, wholehearted encouragement and
support froin Congress, and an

aroused public sentiment should com-

l»el Congress to give that cncourago
ment and support.

Of course Mayor Htlan is against
foreign experts and outsiders and all
other intruders from afar taking part
In city affairs; but after all there is
no danger that Senator Johnson of
California will develop Into a candidate
for Mayor of New York next fall.

The Nickel fMirar.

As I look back to auld lan« syne
One thing above all I miss.
The food and clothea I can d< dine,
And the flat bo snu* that was bliss.

But I never can feel It's exactly right
To burn two bits at a etroke,
As the evening falls and I strike a light
And pull my after dinner smoke.

The nickel elfrar, oh, the nickel cl*ar!
I can ?k»to its flavor still.
A modest auburn wrapper and a shape

both fat unci dapper,
It haunts me and ever will 1

The nlckol to-day Is a useless disk.
It may btiy eomo gum to chew.
And, If you have nerve and will take

the risk.
Pay, a postage stamp or two.
But I read In the paper the other day,
When other news was slack,
That the old time smoke was on Its way
And would very soon be hack t

r>h, nlekol ci«*r, oh. cwwt nickel cigar!
I will srreet you with open arms.

r»o Havana evrr topped you. no 8timatr»
*ver ropp«»d you.

How I long for your soothing Alarms!
Mai-hioe Mobhim.

Let Individual* Build.
A Way to Get More llonse* and Avoid

Exorbitant Rents.
To Thb Nsw York Heraxj>: Most of

the complaint against the present rent
laws which I have seen In the news¬

paper* comes from persons who assert
that the dearth of housing facilities in
this city Is du« to these laws, which le

equivalent to saying that as a business
proposition no mors houses can be con¬

structed by these persons unions these
laws are annulled and freedom for ex¬

orbitant rent qharges renewed.
Now landlords brought the necessity

for these laws upon themselves because
of their part in the consequently unbear-
able high cost of living and ethould bo
curbed; even present rent charges still
afford them a profit far above normal,
especially on buildings constructed be¬
fore the United States entered the war.

To help the solution of the acute hous¬
ing problem I would suggest presenting
inducements to the construction ©f
houses by private persons, thousands of
whom axe owners of lots in suburban
parts of the city and are anxious to

build but don't know how to go about
it. They want to know the cost of mod¬
est dwellings of various materials.

stucco, frame, brick, concrete.also as

to financing when cash payment is not
possible, and where to go or to whom
to apply for this information, and above
all the information given them should
be trustworthy.

I would also suggest as a means for
accelerating this solution the establish¬
ment by well known wealthy men in
this city of a home building bank, wjth j
an information bureau where the wants
above described can be supplied. With
moderate interest on loans, say not ex¬

ceeding 6 per cent., and the vaat de¬
mand I can Imagine no safer or more

remunerative investment nor one more

productive of great good to a multitude
of most deserving citizens. 11.
Nkw York, March 14.

Good English.
"He Don'*'* and Differing Standards

of Taste in Speech.
To Thi Nrw York Hbram>: J*an

Sherwood Rankin, the Western defender
of "he don't" and "It's me," Is arguing
on dangerous grourd when she main-
tains that euphony should determine the
correct form of locution. j

I once had a little Incident which,
may be enlightening to Miss.or per-
haps Mrs..Rankin, and amusing. I am

sure, to all of your discriminating jreaders. ;
I was teaching algebra to a class oi

young boys, and In the course of an

oral explanation one of the boys used
the locution "it don't." Being old fash-
loned enough to believe In holding up
to the highest standard the purity or
the English language or even the Amer¬
ican dialect 1 immediately began u

tirade on the slipBhod use of our noble
language. When I had vented my feel¬
ings I put this question to the class:
"Why is It that 'It don't' ia wrong?"
A dozen or more boys raised their

hands. Picking out a likable little chap
I asked: "Well, Kroddle, why is It
wrong?" Quickly and clearly came the
reply: "Because it don't sound »lght,
sir!" I am happy to say that the sud¬
den outburst of laughter showed that
no further comment was needed.
Whether a locution sounds well or

not depends on the circle in which one
moves. If MIS3 Rankin or other apolo¬
gists move in a society In which he
doesn't" and "it is I" will sound pedan¬
tic, then let them yield and go along
with the uneducated or careless hoi
pollol.
Sound! What booteth a line from

Whlttier or the practice of Samuai
Pepys? Would Miss Rankin have us

change the noble words of Christ found
in Matthew xiv.. 27. "But straightway
Jesus spake unto them, saying. Be ot
'good choer; it Is I: be not afraid"?

perhaps Miss Rankin and others ot
y0ur readers have not heard the famous
story of delightful old Dr. James Mc-
Cosh, president of Princeton University
In the 1880a. I believe it will bear
repeating after these forty years
One evening Old Jimmie. as he wrs

affectionately called, was passing
through a dormitory, and on hearing
a great racket in a nearby room he
stopped and knocked on tho door.
Quickly the query came from within
"Who's* thereT" As quickly oame the
liinswer "It's me, Dr. McCoshl" Peiul
silence in the room, but soon a voice
came ringing back: "You lie! If you
were Old Jimmie McCosh you'd say 'It
|S 1/" And Old Jimmie dldh't stop
to see who had so boldly dared make
the correction.

Miss Rankin would appeal to common
sense, so do I. Would she or any
,of the prominent apologists that she
mentions say "he do," as the beloved
Samuel Pepys did? Why not argue for
the spoiling of Chaucer? "Don't" is »o
obvlouslv an abbreviation of "do not'
that until Miss Rankin persuades me

to say he, "he or it do I cannot be
persuaded to say he, she or tt don't.

I am not a teacher of English, and
accordingly I am not affronted at Miss
Rankin's charge that "English Is the
worst taught subject in the whole cur¬

riculum." I" fact« thou*h 1 fpel lhat
her (statement is too sweeping, I am

Inclined to agree with her to a degree.
But I have no sympathy with weak
kneed English teachers, from Superin¬
tend'nt Tobln down, who do not dare
taV. 1 Arm stand for the best uses of
wo- and phrases, and who are sub¬
servient to the Ignorant and careless
uses of our vernacular.

Just as tho standard of honor or

honesty or truth cannot be raised too

high »o al«o the standard of good Eng¬
lish 'should be held up by Its guardians
so high that all may see It and strive
to reach its height. None of tra can be

perfect, but the goal at which every
student of English should aim Is la¬
belled Perfection. O. C. JoitNB.
WATKnToWN, Conn., March 14.

Men of Massachusetts.
To Thk New YonK HttnAt.D: in th»

political and governmental history of
the United States Massachusetts has
certainly done her share In the Impor¬
tant matter of contributing brains and
character thereto.

panlel Webster and John Qulncy
Adams in the earlier period of th-j life
of our Republic and at this time Vice-
President Coolldgo Senator Lodge,
Speaker Olllott and Secretary of War
Week* every man of them eminently
qualified to occupy tho executive chair
of this great American Republic I
Woodhaven, March 14. P. K. P.

No Artificial Noise Maker V»eded.
From t)if A>n« (OMot Courier,

to the midst of the bedlam an attempt
,,

*' fire nlsrm, but no! fir-., Uf-renc* be-
.v,.n the n ¦¦

* »<*.. wokom* ami the
i r -at alarm, hence the h«tt*e <vsh dertro ed.
i

~

Metropolitan Opera Has Crime Wave
"The Polish Jew" and "L'Oracolo" Provide Murders

and Kidnapping for Audience.
The crime wave struck the Metropoli¬

tan Opera House last evening with all
its deadly weight. There were three
murder*, a kidnapping, a maiden de¬
mented by bereavement and an opium
maniac all on exhibition within throe
hours, to say nothing of some slaugh-
tered music. Of course, the mystery of
the chief murder, that of a Polish trav¬
eller with a money belt, remained un¬

solved.
Only one policeman was observed In

the courwe of the entire evening, and
although he walked within three feet of
one of the dead men he suspected noth¬
ing. And he was not a New York police¬
man cither. The thing happened Ir. San
Francisco.
Those experienced operagoers who

have read this far will know that the
evening's cheering entertainment con¬

sisted of "The Polish Jew," followed by
"L'Oracolo." A considerable number of
people seem to have scented danger in
the air. At any rate they remained at
home, or went to a comic t^era, or per¬
haps even to a play. When people do
not crowd the Metropolitan on a Mon¬
day evening It means something.

Nothing new can be said about the
performance of either opera. "The Po¬
lish Jew" Is about the sorriest opera
that has been produced in many years,
and a fairly good performance cannot
save it. "L'Oracolo," of oourse, if? an
established favorite with Metropolitan
audiences, and it bids fair to gain new
vitality since Miss Bori has returned to
the company, for her Ah-Yoe is admira¬
ble both vocally and dramatically.

Mrs. Vanderbllt's guests were Mr. and
Mr*. Julius G. I-.ay, Mrs. Nelson
O'Shaughnessey and Mr. W. Rhlnelander
Stewart.

Mrs. Heber Reginald Bishop and Mr.
Frank A. Munsey were with Mrs. John
Sanford In Bo* 18.
With Justice and Mrs. Frances Key

Pendleton in the Goelet box were Mr.
and Mrs. William H. Crooker, Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Gray Grlawold and Mr. E.
Coster Wllmerding.

Mrs. William Watts Sherman's guests
In Box 5 were Mr. and Mrs. John W.
Riddle, Mrs. Burke Roche, Mr. Karriek
Riggs and Mr. Frederick H. Baldwin.

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Gould Jennings
were with Mr. and Mrs. Henry White in
Box 17.

Mr. and Mrs. Archibald Roosevelt and
Mr. and Mra Caslmlr de Rham were

Far Shores.
Front the Kansas City Star.

I who have never seen the blue, blue

A dweller on the prairies brown and

Feel alwayiTthat It sings and calls to me.
Beckons and lures and charms

every side!

My people, plainsmen generations P*"*'
Scoff at my fancy ; say It ca.°t be

Yet one there muBt have been who knew

\Vhothlov*fMld knew and sailed the
magic sea.

In dreams at night I hear Its troubled

Moaning and whispering Just outside

'Tin bu\hthe°sway1nK eottonwoods so tull.| Sighing In thiTprafrle wind's mad roar.

The wild gray geese are flying high

Seeking STUa across the worlds

My soullUmeam£ith them to some far
warm shore

-vimAnd greets the sea at laBt.a child
come home.

"SS
They. toThave watched above the sleop-

And cast"their sparkles on Its drifting
foam.

I who have never seen the blue, blue

A dwcuTr on the prairies brown and

Feel ever* that It sings and ^UarnVonBeckons and lures and cliarn
every

^WIB Woon3.

Plea for Lake Hopatcong.
Mr. Serves Wants to Kwp a Beauty

Spot for the Public.
To The New York Hehald: As a

« New» ' »»
in the preservation of all of n

tiful and beneflcent natural gifts- Aino *
these Lake Hopatcong 1* unique In

rar ty of situation, plcturesqu.nes. ofISK beauty of scenery, sanity ol^en¬vironment and convenience of
with reference to great centre..>IV»7>u
iatlon I hardly know where to find

0<1But as a pool of drinking water for
distant city, guarded round with re

natural human use nnd enjoyment l^Hopatcong would lose all of Us attra^tlon for the ^ ^ {Inhabitants

TZT«2 notable* geographicalI fe«;turea would be a lasting shame to the

Commonwealth of New
t0What would they say »»

.a..fr(wn
a proposition to drive P^pleawa fr

her beautiful lochs In order <that our
might be made water 1:r°ug»sixpence pinching town. lhiy

Kat-ply Qlasgow wlth water rom ^rlne. but notatthe «Pjn ,nitn shores into a -

waters toEngland Thirlmere sends
awRyManchester, but nobod>

t tha. »v.» iaW> to save MaBcntni
«¦ ».»

.... r»< .r-'»2S SS-jof the
wnter lo drink th.y1. n,l needed more

them(telvW. but%m*t -m "r"u"a tS-Hrrsr^nsx s
firected their

collected

reservoir of water In Europe. «*ll*
Li£.iTrd"contftlns a great number of
beautiful little lakes: go and see 1-oW

many «< th,m T-°nd°n ,,"S *
-

rou will find »<>"*. "Wn,er *"nAnn'T, " .f territory of 620 square°«5»
. »r«al .y.ltm ot «»!«r iam

wimr pimply. arnntn* "P"n
. ..IS£h-«,.., "

nnd upon a
ii or.ri rcs«rv 'irs; nn<1 London p.irl-wells and rea.rv

drive!l,C* f^fmn the r.hor^s that their an-

t\vo, tineomproml^npr. t*<*oiux«
m%1* I want this r

.

Neither should Now Jersey dspopn-
1

with Mr. and Mrs. Rufus L. Patterson
In Hox 8S.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Zabriskie Gray.
Mrs. James W. Gerard and Mr. Frederic
Potts Moore were with Mr. and Mrs.
George Hedges In JJox 10.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 1* Clarke's guests
In Boji 4 were Mr, and Mrs. Ernest A.
Bigelow, Mr. and Mis. L.e Roy \V. Bald¬
win and Mr. Edir.und Plasell*.

Mr. and Mra. James B. Taylftr, Mr.
and Mrs. J. Rich Steers and Mr. and
Mrs. Jatr.os 11. Taylor, Jr.. formed tlv
party In Box 14. Mr. and Mrs. George
Jay Gould, J.-., were with Mr. and
Mrs. Gould in Box 12.
Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. Stoddard -were

with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Steele in
Box 81.
Among others In the audience were

Prlnci S3 Michael Cantacusc-ne-Hperaii-
skey and -Mr. Hugh Rose, who were with
Mrs. M. Lawrence Kctme In Box 11. Mrs.
Moses Taylor, Miss Marion Taylor, Miss
Minnie Bishop, Mrs. George L. Hives, Mr.
and Mrs. Henry O. Havemeycr, Mr. and
Mrs. Harry B. Hollins, Mrs. Harold Bar-
clay, Mr. Charles IB. Sampson and Mm.
Clarence Winthrop Bowen.

Recital at Town Hall.
Osslp Gabriiowltsch, pianist, and

Alexander Sohmuller, violinist, gave a
joint recital last evening in the Town
Hall. The programme, wholly conven¬
tional. hud two enscmhle sonatas,
Brahms's In D minor and Beethoven's
in E flat, opus 12. and between theso
two works, for violin, Baoh's chaeonr.e
and, for piano. Beethoven's sonata, opus
10, In V major. In the Brahma aonatn
the pianist's feeling for the general
depth of the music was perhips su¬

perior, but otherwise th* ensemble had
much musical color and finish of style.
The audience, of fair size, waa enthu¬
siastic.

Klshuro Trio's Coucert.
The Elshuco Trio gave its third and

final subscription concert last evening
in Aeolian Hall before a large audience.
The interesting programme consisted ot
two trios, namely, Schubert's in E flat,
opua 100, and Tschalkoveky's in A
minor (In mcmorj of Nii-olis Rubin-'
stein). This organization takes a fore¬
most place in the field of chamber
music, and the playing of the body last
night but served to maintain its excel¬
lent reputation.

Dutch Barytone to Sing.
Jan Van Bommel, Dutch barytone of

the Royal Opera at The Hague, will
give a recital to-night in Rumford Hall,
t>2 East Forty-first street.

lato and make desolate the shores ot
its most beautiful lake for tho saiie ot
a grasping: city corporation, espcelully
when, as Hudson Maxim has so clearly
demonstrated, the city could have the
drinking water without damage or In¬
justice to anybody at a trifling cost for
purifying and with a proper guarantee
against the ruining of the lake.
The future of this State depends upon

a stand being made against the con-
tlnually growing encroachments of the
city upon the country. New Jersey Is
peculiarly a "country home" State, and
It should remain so. It cannot afford
to lose a single one of the natural at¬
tractions that it possesses. What is a
beautiful lake good for if no one can
live beside it and use It for Its natural
purposes? Garrett P. Sehviss.
Tenaflt, N. J., March 14.

China's Post Office.
Present Management Making It

Financially Successful.
David Prater in the Trannpaei/ie.

Just as the Chinese have always been
content with the poorest of roads, they
have necessarily been without an effi¬
cient postal system. Otllcial correspon¬
dence was formerly carried by relays
of couriers from one end of the land to
the other. Important despatches being
borne by mounted men, less urgent ones
by coolies on foot, the system being ef¬
fective enough within its limitations. Or¬
dinary business and private persons
were not privileged to use the official
system, but for their convenience certain
shops made a business it) despatch and
delivery of letters between provincial
capitals and other large cities. These
shops employed their own messengers,

| who usually went on foot for economy's
sake and were slow and continually
liable to interference by bandits.
To-day, however, the Chinese have a

post office which would be a credit to
any Western country; but they owe It,
like their railways, to the foreigner. At
the same time It must be recognized that
tho Chinese post offiee Is successful be¬
cause the vast bulk of Us employees,
who are of course Chinese, are faithful,
Industrious and Intelligent workers. Tne
staff In 1919 numberod 23.298, to which
must be added 111 foreigners who direct
the administration and without whom,
unhappily it must be emphasized, the
whole organization would deteriorate in
quick time.
By 1911 the post office had become n

huge concern, and in that year it was
taken over by the Board of Communica¬
tions, the foreign staff severing all con¬
nection with the parent customs service.
Each year thereafter the post office has
expanded without check, and the best
testimony to Its success and to the effi¬
ciency of Ite management will be found
In the financial results. Whereas In 1911
the administration worked at a loss,
figures for 1918 show a surplus ol
$1,907,000, and for 1919 of <2,440,000.

About half tho surplus la devoted to
capital expenditure, on buildings, steam
and motor launches, motor lorries, and
on other conveniences connected with
postal work. Most of the rwpa1n<W Is
applied toward wiping out the eonuld
able deficit Incurred during tho period
when the service was In Its Infancy. It
Is satisfactory to record that paymont
on this account Is nearly complete and
that no far an Impecunious Government
has not laid hands on the surplus,

i
.

A Bargain by Mistake.
from Ih* Ijnndnn Daily Hail.

The Court <>f Cassation, the highest
French appeal court, has given an Interest¬
ing decision. While a Psrl* booksellor was

away from hi* shop recently his ass'stant
was asked bv a collector the price of a copy
.f t " lltlon on fine paper of tola's
"Anon.i. 'Imlted to scventy-flvn copies.
The HsilHtant r piled by mistake as .hilling*,
Instead of 2*0 shillings. The collector pah1
2* shillings and took the boo); away. When
the bookseller found out tho error he asked
|the collector te return tho book In exchange
for the money, or »ls« to pny tho balance
Tlie collector refused to do either. Now th«
ronrt of f)n«»a'lon bos declared that a>

the collector kne%v there had been a mis-
had been guilty of fraud and tin

rale was told.

Inconspieiinns.
Lady Godlva took her famous ride.
"ThstV nothing." we assured her, "lots ol

folks get their clothes torn off In th«
subway."

Daily Calendar
THE WEATHER.

For Eastern New York.Cloudy wUh
occasional showers to-day and to-mor¬
row ; moderate temperature; fresh &**'¦
and southeast winds.

l\>r New Jersey.1'artly cloudy and mllfl
temperature, with occasional showers to-da
and to marrow; moderate eoutiieaet |uid
south winds.
For Northern New England.Kaln or mow

to-day ond probably to-morrow; not muc'.i
Chang? I" temperature; moderate to freJh
easterly winds.

!.'«» in. Mew England.Cloudy, occ..
atonal «.w#r-i< to-day a:ul to-morrow; mod¬
erate i i.iporature: fresh oast auU south¬
east in.
For Western Ntw York.Rain to-day a .;

to-morrow; no change In temperature.

WASHINGTON^ MtU'Cll ! 1..-Pressure is
high aloiiR the Atlninlc coast and the nortu
border (rum the |?reat lakes eastward. tow
and tailing over the plains stairs and the
Rock Mountain region, with the centre of
minimum preset*** over North Dakota and
relative)) liljh and rising west ot the Rockj*
Mountains.

The- weather continues unsettled over much
of tiiB country, with snows along tlx* north
border ami rainr- within the last tweny-four
hours in the Gulf and south Atlantic States,
the Mississippi Valley pnd over much ot the
region of the Rocky Mountains. The
temperature continued above the normal o-
day. *re;t*rall,v over the l'nlted States, ex-
cept along the north border and in Arizona,
The outlook i- for snow ami ruin in the

north border States and unsettled showery
weather eieew here east of the Mississippi
River to-niorrmv and Wednesday. Coni-
paratively mild temperature will continue
during Wednesday throughout the Atlantic
and east Gulf StateH. Colder weather will
overspread the region of the great lakes
and Ohio Valley and Tennessee on Wednes¬
day.
Observations at United States Weathc

Bureau stations, taken .it h P. M. yeBter*
day, seventy fifth meridian time:

Tt niperaturo. Rainfall
laut '24 lira. Paro- last 24

Stations. High. Low. meter, hrs. Weather.
Abilene HI Hi 2<>.Xrt ... Clear
Albany 14 3fi 30.22 ... Cloudy
Atlantic City. 50 4<! .'10,1S ... CloudyIBaltimore 84 ts 80.12 Cloudy
Bismarck .... l< 29.60 .02 Cloudy
Boston 41 4o 30.80 ... CloudyBuffalo 4 1 32 30.08 ... Rain
Cincinnati 02 4H 30.04 ... clear
Charleston ... Ot! 00 30.OS ... Pt.Cl'dy
ChlcsKO i(2 42 29.80 ..20 Pt.Cl'dy
Cleveland .... M 38 30.00 Pt.Cl'dy
Denver »14 20 20.70 Pt.Cl'dy
Detroit 42 32 30.00 .01 Cloudy
Galveston "t> 70 30.04 .. cloudy
Helena 44 Is 20.B1 .i>8 Clear
.Jacksonville... IM <tti 30.10 ... Clear
Kansas City... 58 44 20.1)4 ... Clear
Los Angeles.., til 54 2H.0K Clear
Milwaukee 38 24 20.OS .24 Cloudy
New Orleans.. X4 72 80.06 Clear
.Oklahoma .... <18 4ii 2'.i 02 ... Pt.Cl'dyPhiladelphia... 62 44 30.20 ... Cloudy
Pittsburgh .... 04 42 30.02 ... Haiu
Portland, .Me.. 40 32 30.14 CU :. r
Portland, Ore. 48 lirt 30.08 ... Cloudy
Salt Lake City r.4 40 2ii.8i> .01 Clout-
San Antonio... 84 08 20.94 ... Pt.Cl'dy
San Diego 04 fWi 20.1X1 .24 Pt.Cl'dy
San Kranclsco 02 50 30.04 ... Cloudy
Seattle 42 32 30.04 02 Cloudy
St. IxjuIs 74 CO 29.04 ... Clear
St. Paul 82 .. 29.92 ... Clear
Washington... 08 BO 30.70 ... Rain

LOCAL WEATHER RECORDS.
8 A. M. 8 P. M.

Barometer..... 30.31 30.22
Humidity 73lis
Wind.direction N. B.B.
Wind.velocity 812
Weather Cloudy Cloudy
Precipitation None Nono
The temperature In this olty yesterday,

as recorded by tho official thermometer, is
shown In the annexed table:
8 A.M...4 IP. M...B5 6 P.M...45
0 A. M.. .46 2 p. M.. .08 7 P. M...44
10 A.M...40 3 P. M...T.0 8 P.M...44
11 A.M. ..48 4P.M.. .4.1 U P. M... 45
12 M 51 5 1*. M...45 10 P. M...4S

1021. 1020. 1921. 1020.
9 A.M....40 a« fl P. M 45 ;!2

12 M 51 30 OP. M. ...45 31
3 P.M....50 81 12 Mid 45 30
Highest temperature, 50, at 12:40 P.M.
.Lowest temperature, 42, at B A. M.
Average temperature, 49.

EVENTS TO-DAY.
John DrinkwaUr and Edwin F. Gay will

speak at a meeting to consider a nationwide
tribute to Woodrow Wilson, Hotel ftlltmore,
4 P. M.
Borough President IJenry H. Curran and

Travis H. Whitney will discuss Gov. Miller'*
trartlo'i plan In Broadway Tabernacle (oruni,
Broadway and Fifty-sixth street, 8:15 P. M
Committee on hospitalization and pbbllc

hearing of the New York State America:!
legion. City Mall, 2 P. M.
Common Cause League, meeting. Bay Rldro

High School, Fourth avenue aiul Sixty-eighth
street. Brooklyn, S :15 p. M.
Kabbt Abba Hlllel Silver will speak on

"Prejudice; How to Meet It," before the
New York section Council of Jewish Women,
Temple Beth-El, Fifth avenue and Seventy
sixth street, 8:1T> p. M.
New York University Letter Club, meet'og

and tinner, Keen's Chop House, 7 P. M.
Frank Hohn will speak on "Mexico,"

Cooper Union, X P. M.
Intorborough Association of V omen Tcac.h-

crs, meeting, tflft Broadway, 5 p. M.
Brooklyn Veterans of Foreign Wars, annual

ball, Protpect Hall, Prospect avenue, near
Klfth avenue, Brooklyn, this evening.
Bishop Thomas F. Sailor, Bishop-elect

William T. Manning and others will spea£
at a meeting In memory of Bishop Charles
fotimnar Burch, Church CltiO, M East Fltiy-
slxth street. 8:30 P. M.
Immigration Commissioner Frederick A.

Wnllls will speak on "Immigration" at a
meeting of the Democratic County Commu¬
te#, headquarters of the Hirth Assembly dis¬
trict, 237 Seventh avpnuc, 8 I>. 17.
Seel! in of medicine, meeting, Academy of

Medicine, 17 West Forty-third street, h ;."0
P. M.
Class of 101&, Public School 111, Manhattan,

meeting, International lnat'tute, 121 East
Twenty-first street. 8:15 P. M.
Prof. Franr. Cumont will deliver the f r-*r

of a series of four dally loctures on "Tho
Historical Evolution of the Belief In Im¬
mortality Among the Roman*," t'n'on The¬
ological Seminary. Broadway and 120t!i
street. 5 P. M.
David W, Gentle Poet of the America.!

Legion, presentation of permanent charter.
North Congregational Church, HI East 14od
street. The Bronx, S ir. p. M.
Ethel Trapliagen will talk to high school

teaehera o\ "Costume.*," Metropolitan Mu-
»en'n of Art, 4 P. M.
Kilwtird Howard C.rlggs will lecture on

"The Future of Lai or; lllghts and Duties of
the Artisan," Town Hall, 1111 West Forty-
thlrd strct, 11 A. M.

Dr. Edward T.1 icvlr.e will lecture on
"Labor and the PTibllc Interest," the Free
Synagogue Houso, 30 West Sixty-eighth
street, this evening.

Eatelle Tomllnson will give a recital In
Bowery Mission. R P. M.
W. P. Huff will spfak on "Ttio St*te Incorro

Tax," Metropolitan Tpniplc, Seventh avenue
and Fourteenth street, 8:15 P. M.
New York Entomological Socle'y, meeting,

American Museum of Natural History, Seven¬
ty-seventh otreet and Central Park West, 8
P. M.
National Association of Waste Material

Dealers, convention. Hotel Astor, all day:
dinner, 7 P. M.
Associated Manufacturers cf Wleetrlcsl Sup-

piles, meeting. Hotel Hilt more, 2:30 P. M.
Dr. Will Durant will lecture on "Forlallxlr.*

the KiHroads," Park View Palace, Klfth ave¬
nue and 110th stroc'. 8:SO I'. M.
National California Club, meeting, Waldorf.

Astoria, 2 P. M.
Professional Woman's League, luncheon,

Hotel McAlpln. 12:30 t'. M.
Thirty-fourth Street Merchants, mtetlnif.

Hotel McAlpln. 8 P. M.
Kodeiil) Hholem Sisterhood, luncheon, /('¦.

tel Astnr. 12.80 P. M.
Phi gl#ma Kappa, dinner, Hotel Alitor, T

P. M.
New York College of Twuitliitry, dinner.

Hotel MnAlptn. 7 P. X.

Orchestra to Curtail T»ur.
Boston, Mirch 14-.The Boston Hyrn-

phony Orchestra, now on the tour to
Philadelphia. Washington and Haltlmorc.
which U has made frequently for twenty-
flve years. Is making the visits for th"
Inst time. It was announced to-day that
thetto concerts would Be abandoned,
Visits to New York will be contlnuod.
The formal notice said the decision w»t

due to increasing demand for conccrts
In the vicinity of Bostc".

ColumhiiH Altar Here.
A minlaturo altar presented to Chris¬

topher Columbus hy Queen Isabella of
Spain and net up by him In his flagship,
tho Santa M.irla, on his first voyage of
discovery, arrived here yesterday by tho
Spanish liner Montserrwt, according to
Angel Ourras, collector of antiquities, »

Corunna, who cams with the alta»
Honor Currns, In an nflldavlt mala ba
fore the American Consul at Ci-rruna
says he believes the altar is aa old as he
says It Is. It was taken to the Ap-
pralers' Htores. The Hants. Maria was

wrecked In December, 1492, on the Hat-
tlan coast.

The Associated Press Is exclusively en;ltl<*
to tho use for republication of all news det
patches credited to It or no» otherwise
credited In this paper, and also the loo**
news published hi rein.

All rights ef republication of speclAi 4«e
patches herein are also reserved.


